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Introduction

This document contains a state-level summary and a high school summary report of the
individual graduate reports sent to each Minnesota school district by Minnesota State
Colleges and Universities and the University of Minnesota. Those reports provided
information to districts on their recent high school graduates who took developmental or
remedial courses at either of the public systems within two years after graduation.

Legislative Mandate

Minnesota State Colleges and Universities and the University of Minnesota are directed
by law to report to school districts on the academic performance of their recent high
school graduates who receive developmental or remedial instruction.  Minnesota statutes
also were amended to permit the public post-secondary systems to disclose personally
identifiable information about students in the reports to school districts.  Finally, the
public systems are required to submit an annual summary report to the Department of
Children, Families and Learning indicating the extent and content of developmental and
remedial instruction received by recent high school graduates. The department is required
to evaluate the data and report its findings to the education committees of the Legislature
(Minnesota Statutes 2001, section 13.32, subdivisions 3 and 6).

Background

Developmental or remedial education encompasses both coursework and academic
support services for students who are unprepared for the academic requirements of the
college-level curriculum. Developmental courses and services provide basic academic
skills necessary for successful college-level study and generally are in the areas of
reading, writing, mathematics, study skills and English as a Second Language.  The
courses carry college credit for financial aid and athletic eligibility purposes, but may not
be used to meet requirements for a diploma, certificate or degree. Most institutions offer
academic support programs that do not generate credits. Learning centers, supplemental
instruction, tutoring and advising programs are examples of such academic support.
Following the legislative mandate for reporting on remedial instruction, the contents of
this report focus on students who registered for remedial or developmental courses.

All Minnesota public institutions admit some students who have need for developmental
instruction. Developmental instruction expands access to higher education for those
students who have the ability to succeed in college, but need extra help to improve their
basic skills. Some students take developmental courses because they have not taken the
necessary coursework in high school. Other students, who have taken the necessary
courses, may still need to take one or more developmental courses, based on their
placement exam results.  Many of these individuals have been out of high school for a
number of years and have lost skills they once had mastered.
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Institutional Mission and Developmental/Remedial Education

Two-year colleges have the most extensive array of developmental courses and academic
support services.  These institutions also have the mission of providing open admission to
students who might need improvement in reading, writing and mathematics.
Developmental instruction in these areas is necessary to prepare students for vocational
or technical programs or for transfer to baccalaureate institutions.  Some of the colleges
also offer supplemental instruction and tutoring.  Developmental courses typically are
taken early in a student’s college career. In some instances, developmental courses are
offered as part of an instructional program.

Universities with the mission of offering baccalaureate and graduate degrees have fewer
developmental courses. These institutions are selective in their admissions. Consequently,
entering students are better prepared for college-level work than entering students at
institutions with “open admissions” policies. Most universities offer developmental
courses in mathematics and some also offer developmental courses in writing and
reading.

Developmental/Remedial Course Offerings
Minnesota and U. S. Public Post-secondary Institutions

Percent of Institutions that Offer
Developmental/Remedial Courses in:

Institution
Type

Number
of Institu-

tions
Math,

Reading
or Writing

Mathematics Reading Writing

Minnesota Public 39 100.0% 100.0% 75.0% 82.5%
 Univ. of MN 4 100.0% 100.0% 25.0% 25.0%
 State Universities 7 100.0% 100.0% 28.6% 57.1%
 Two-year Colleges 28 100.0% 100.0% 89.7% 96.6%
U. S. Public 1,500 93.0% 91.3% 81.8% 88.7%
  Public 4 Year 550 81.0% 78.0% 52.0% 71.0%
  Public 2 Year 950 100.0% 99.0% 99.0% 99.0%
Sources:
University of Minnesota: Office of Institutional Research and Reporting: 1999-2000 data
MnSCU Institutions:  MnSCU Research and Planning:  1999-2000 data
U. S. Institutions:  National Center for Education Statistics:  1995 data.

All of Minnesota’s public post-secondary institutions offered at least one developmental
mathematics, reading or writing course in 1999-2000.  In 1995, 93 percent of the public
institutions in the nation offered at least one developmental course.  This is the most
current national information available.
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Institutional Assessment and Placement Practices

All Minnesota public post-secondary institutions use tests, often combined with other
measures, to determine student need for developmental education.  The University of
Minnesota campuses typically use American College Testing Service College
Admissions Test Mathematics and English subscores, either alone or in combination with
other placement tests or measures.

Minnesota State Colleges and Universities use basic skills assessment tests in reading,
writing and mathematics to determine the college readiness of students. The tests were
developed by College Board and include the Descriptive Tests of Language Ability, The
Descriptive Tests of Mathematical Ability, and the Computerized Placement Tests.
Institutions establish their own placement standards based on the skill expectations of the
faculty teaching the college-level curriculum. Student placement into a developmental
course can be mandated or recommended, depending on the institution. State universities
also use American College Testing Service College Admissions Test to exempt certain
students from taking the basic skills assessment tests.

Graduates Reported

The state-level summary includes information on 1999 and 2000 graduates from public
high schools in Minnesota who enrolled at Minnesota public colleges or universities
during the 1999-2000 or 2000-2001 academic years. The high school summary reports
information on 2000 graduates from public high schools in Minnesota who enrolled at
Minnesota public colleges or universities during the 2000-2001 academic year.

Minnesota State Colleges and Universities and the University of Minnesota are prevented
from disclosing individually identifiable educational data on students by the Minnesota
Government Data Practices Act and the federal Family Education Rights and Privacy
Act. The systems are further precluded by the Rules of the Minnesota Department of
Administration from disclosing information “…if it can in any way identify any
particular individual.” (Minnesota Rules, Section 1205.0200, subpart 4) Finally, the
Family Education Rights and Privacy Act prohibits disclosure of information that would
make the student’s identity easily traceable. (34 C.F.R. Part 99.3.)

In order to comply with these state and federal laws, the high school summary reports
information for each high school that had more than five 2000 graduates who took
developmental/remedial courses. High schools with five or fewer graduates taking
developmental/remedial courses are reported together as a group. This report does not
include information on high schools that had no 2000 graduates enrolled in
developmental/remedial courses at a public college or university during the 2000-2001
academic year.
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State-Level Summary Content and Format

Minnesota Statutes specify that the state-level summary should report on the extent and
content of developmental instruction, the results of assessment testing and the academic
performance of recent high school graduates.  This information is reported in Tables 1
through 5.

The information is presented separately for 1999 and 2000 high school graduates.  The
report on 1999 graduates is complete since it is based on two years of tracking post-
secondary enrollment. The report on 2000 graduates is a partial one since it is based on
only one year (2000-2001) of tracking enrollment.  For comparison purposes, information
is presented for students who took developmental courses and for all students from the
same high school graduating cohort.

The tables contain a separate section for each type of information presented:
• Extent of Developmental Education - This section reports the number of 1999 and

2000 high school graduates, the number enrolled and the number who took one, two,
three and four or more developmental courses.

• Content of Developmental Courses - This section reports the number of
developmental credits taken by 1999 and 2000 high school graduates. Credits are
reported separately for mathematics, reading, writing, English as a Second Language
and study skills courses.

• Assessment Test Results -This section reports available test results. The mean
composite score on the ACT College Admissions Test is reported for the University
of Minnesota and the state universities.

• Academic Performance – This section reports the distribution of grade point
averages for 1999 and 2000 high school graduates through the end of the 2000-2001
academic year.

High School Summary Content and Format

The high school summary reports the number of recent graduates who took
developmental or remedial courses at either of the public systems within two years after
graduation by high school. The information is reported for each high school that had five
or more graduates who took such courses. The high school summary in Table 6 reports
the following information:
• School District – The school district that operates the high school. (Column A)
• High School – The name of the high school. (Column B)
• Total Graduates – The total number of 2000 graduates from the high school.

(Column C)
• Graduates Enrolled in Public Systems – The number of 2000 graduates from this

high school that were enrolled at a Minnesota public college or university during the
2000-2001 academic year. (Column D)

• Graduates in Public Systems as a Percent of Total – 2000 graduates from this high
school that were enrolled at a Minnesota public college or university during the 2000-
2001 academic year as a percent of total graduates from the high school. (Column E)
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• Graduates with One or More Developmental/Remedial Courses in Public
Systems – The number of 2000 graduates from this high school that were enrolled at
a Minnesota public college or university and took one or more
developmental/remedial courses during the 2000-2001 academic year. (Column F)

• Graduates with Developmental/Remedial Courses as a Percent of Graduates in
Public Systems – 2000 graduates from this high school who took one or more
developmental/remedial courses as a percent of graduates from this high school who
were enrolled at a Minnesota public college or university. (Column G)

• Graduates with Developmental/Remedial Courses as a Percent of Total
Graduates – 2000 graduates from this high school who took one or more
developmental/remedial courses as a percent of total graduates from this high school.
(Column H)

 State-Level Summary Findings

1999 and 2000 High School Graduates Attending Minnesota Public Colleges and
Universities
• Thirty-nine percent or 22,746 of the 57,628 Minnesota public high school graduates

in 2000 enrolled at public colleges and universities during the 2000-2001 academic
year as shown in Table 1.

• Thirty-one percent or 7,201 of the 22,746 Minnesota public high school graduates in
2000 who enrolled at public colleges and universities took one or more
developmental courses during the 2000-2001 academic year as shown in Table 1.

• The percentage of recent graduates enrolled in a developmental course decreased by
.4 percent from the 2001 report.

• The 7,201 recent high school graduates who enrolled in developmental courses
represent 12.5 percent of all public high school graduates in 2000.

• Seventy-nine percent of the 1999 and 2000 graduates who took developmental
instruction took one developmental course (55 percent) or two developmental courses
(24.2 percent).

• Fifty-six percent of the developmental credits taken by the 1999 and 2000 graduates
were in mathematics courses and another twenty-six percent were in writing courses.

• Eighty-five percent of the 2000 graduates who took developmental courses had grade
point averages of 2.0 or higher in college, slightly lower that the 89 percent figure for
all 2000 graduates enrolled at public colleges and universities.

1999 and 2000 High School Graduates Attending the University of Minnesota
• Fourteen percent or 712 of the 5,088 Minnesota public high school graduates in 2000

who enrolled at the University of Minnesota took one or more developmental courses
during the 2000-2001 academic year as shown in Table 2.

• The percentage of recent graduates enrolled in a developmental course at the
University of Minnesota decreased by .7 percent from the 2001 report.

• Three-quarters of the 712 graduates who took developmental instruction at the
University of Minnesota took one developmental course.

• Ninety-eight percent of the developmental credits taken by the 2000 graduates at the
University of Minnesota were in mathematics courses.
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• Recent high school graduates who took one or more developmental courses at the
University of Minnesota had an average ACT score of 19.8 compared to 23.6 for all
recent high school graduates enrolled at the University of Minnesota.

• Eighty-seven percent of 2000 high school graduates who enrolled in developmental
courses at the University of Minnesota had grade point averages of 2.0 or higher,
slightly lower than the 92 percent figure for all 2000 graduates.

1999 and 2000 High School Graduates Attending Minnesota State Universities
• Twenty percent or 2,549 of the 12,343 Minnesota public high school graduates in

1999 and 2000 who enrolled at Minnesota state universities took one or more
developmental courses during the 1999-2000 and 2000-2001 Academic Years as
shown in Table 4.

• The percentage of recent graduates enrolled in a developmental course at state
universities decreased by .1 percent from the 2001 report.

• Eighty-seven percent of the 2,549 recent graduates who took developmental
instruction at state universities took one developmental course.

• Eighty-nine percent of the developmental credits taken by the 1999 and 2000 high
school graduates at state universities were in mathematics courses.

• Recent high school graduates who took one or more developmental courses at the
state universities had an average ACT score of 19.2 compared to 21.2 for all recent
high school graduates.

• Eighty-seven percent of 2000 high school graduates who enrolled in developmental
courses at state universities had grade point averages of 2.0 or higher, slightly lower
than 89 percent figure for all 2000 graduates.

1999 and 2000 High School Graduates Attending Minnesota State Colleges
• Forty-three percent or 12,068 of the 27,516 Minnesota public high school graduates

in 1999 and 2000 who enrolled at state colleges took one or more developmental
courses during the 1999-2000 and 2000-2001 academic years as shown in Table 5.

• The percentage of recent graduates enrolled in a developmental course at state
colleges decreased by .7 percent from the 2001 report.

• Seventy-two percent of the 12,068 recent graduates who took developmental
instruction at the colleges took one or two developmental courses.

• Fifty-one percent of the developmental credits taken by the 1999 and 2000 high
school graduates at the colleges were in mathematics courses and another 29 percent
were in writing courses.

• Eighty-three percent of 2000 high school graduates who enrolled in developmental
courses at the colleges had grade point averages of 2.0 or higher, slightly lower than
the 87 percent figure for all 2000 graduates.

Interpretation of the Information for High Schools

Caution should be exercised in interpreting the information in the high school summary.
The college readiness of graduates from a high school who enrolled in public colleges
and universities may not be an accurate indicator of the college readiness of all graduates
from a high school. The college readiness of graduates from that high school who
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enrolled in private colleges or universities or at public colleges or universities in other
states is not known. It is important to consider the absolute number of graduates from a
high school as well as the percentage of graduates enrolled in public colleges or
universities (Column E), the percentage of graduates who took developmental/remedial
courses (Column G) and the percentage of total graduates who took
developmental/remedial courses.

High School Summary Findings

• There were 390 Minnesota public high schools that had 2000 graduates who enrolled
at public colleges or universities and took one or more developmental/remedial
courses during the 2000-2001 academic year.

• These high schools had 53,424 graduates, or 93.1 percent of all public high school
graduates in Minnesota in 2000 as shown in Table 6.

• Forty-two percent or 22,746 of these 2000 graduates enrolled at Minnesota public
colleges or universities during the 2000-2001 academic year.

• The percent of total graduates from a high school enrolled at public colleges or
universities ranged from a low of 21.2 percent to a high of 80.0 percent.

• Thirty-one percent or 7,201 of the 2000 graduates enrolled at public colleges or
universities took one or more developmental/remedial courses.

• The percent of graduates from a high school at public colleges or universities enrolled
in one or more developmental/remedial courses ranged from a low of 11.1 percent to
a high of 81.1 percent.

• The 7,201 graduates who enrolled at a public college or university took one or more
developmental/remedial courses represent 13.5 percent of the total graduates from the
reported high schools and 12.6 percent of all public high school graduates in 2000.

• Graduates who took one or more developmental/remedial courses as a percent of total
graduates from a high school ranged from a low of 5.1 percent to a high of 37.5
percent.

SOURCE: R:\FY01-02\DEVREPORTS\SUMMARY\SUMMARY REPORT.DOC
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